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The Raised Tybee Cottage has caught the eye of

The Georgia Trust, which recognizes the importance
and significance of the cottages and the need to place
them on its 2007 “Places in Peril” list

Imost anvwhere vou go on Tybee yvou see them.

The square, rwo-story, white frame buildings with low

itched hip roofs and recessed upper porches, cach
luv'iul.: a semi-open i:n:mm! level enclosed with lartice work.
They line the strects and lanes of the ocean side of Butler
Avenue and are interspersed on small lots throughout the
interior of the island. In ads, real estate agenes refer to them
as “classic, 19308 Tvbee cottages™ while most people simply
call them “old Tybee beach houses.™ 1 call them *Raised Tvbee
Cottages™ as they can only be found on Tebee. And, they are
in peril.

By Robert A, Ciucevich

As a nanve of Savannah, Georgra, my interest in Tvbec
onginates with the Collins Cottage, my family’s summer
retreat, located on Tvbee's Back River. My grear grandfacher,
John 'L Collins, purchased the property in 1920 as a summer
house for his wife and children. Three generations of the
Collins Family - Ciucevichs, Grevemburgs, and Keatings -
spent their summers on the Back River, My father's stones of
his childhood summers at Tybee gready influenced my decision
to become a historic preservationist and o become invalved in
the preservation movement on Trbee during the fare 19905,

These cotrages’ main living quarrers are sinuated on the
raised level and the servants’ quarrers, changing rooms, and
automobile stall are located on the ground level. The main
living quarters are generally raised on trussed wood piers, with
the ground level enclosed wath wood lartioe in which Jattice
garage doors face side streets or lanes. Most of them have hip
moafs, which are often covered with pressed metal shingles, and
recessed wrap-around porches.

Early Raised Tybee Cottages feature a casual, communal
open plan i which the entrance opens nto a lange common
room o parlor that is flanked on both sides by several smaller

rooms. Bedrooms are usually located along the side porch,
with the kitchen and bath located on the opposite side of the
parlor. The parlor s generally quite large and serves several
funcrions, often doubling as a casual dining area.

First introduced during Tybee's golden era as a coastal
summer resort, the Raised Tyvbee Comage was built berween the
carly 19205 and the lare 19405, The style developed as a resule
of the auromobile™s coming to ‘Tybee following the completion
of the Tebee Road in 1923, As proclaimed in a circa 1926
brochure, the new auto road made Tybee “the accessible
playground of 8,000,000 people of the Southeast, and the
queen of the South Arlantic coast resorts.”

As a resulr of the island’s increased accessibiling the resores
flourished during the mid 19205 and carly 1930s, and “Tvbee
began an unparalleled building boom. Rows of boarding houses
and numerous small hotels were established o accommaosdate

1. Johnson Cottage, 1308 Jones Avenue — Built c1832 antirety by the odginal
crwrsir, James Herbart Johngon, who dres on he sxpantiss in the bullding
tracle. His nephew Tom Beytagh, a local contracior who spent his childhood
BumMars af tha cotisge with hia exended femily, oversaw the rehabifaticn of
theti ciottng in 2005 ard was swaedad o Tybos Island Historical Socloty
prosenyation awaed. They hope a Rith goeneration will sotn make their own
Tybon summer magic.

2. Dutton-Waller Cotiage, 1418 Tth Avenue = Bull 01838 as a spoculative
wentune for Savannah keawyer Ecward A. Dution (who Infer senved o3 mayor of
Savannah Beach during the 18:508), it sened a3 a8 19404 sumimar retroal for
Blancha and Penn Walar, owners of tha Wallar Lumber & Supply Comparry
and ety developars of nearty Wilmington ksland. Cusmint cwmer Diana
Haufmann received a Tybes ksland Historc Soclety presenvation award in 2008

3. Mulherin-Righton Cottage, 14 8th Place - Buillt 01535, this cottage retaknsg
its original varmished pine nbaron, ecassed wiap-amund parches, and lattce-
efichiaad grourd keesl with double aibs bays, sehvants Guariers, and
bath/changing rooms. Bul for Mosgaret snd Hanold Mulborin, it became tha
summae rebreat of Dr. and Mra. Harry Righton. The cument ownors, John
Higham and Pamala Heanon of Boston, Mass.. have ths first indhidualy listed
Aaked Tybed Cottags on the Mational Register of Histons Fiaces.
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the erish of people visiting the
island. It was during this nme that
Cab Calloway and other Big Band
perronahines performed at Tvbee's
dancing pavilions. With more

people visiung the island than ever
before, Trbee was arguably the most
popular summer beach resort on the South Atlantic
coast during this period.

The opening of the Tybee Road spurred a
dramatic increase in the demand
for oceanfront propery, causing
development and construction
practices along the Strand to be
changed dramarically. Because
the island was more accessible
than cver before, more people
were mnterested in beach
cottages. Instcad of one large
cotrage being buile in the center
of an ongnal occanfront lot, the

lods were subdivided and many
smialler cortages were bunle. The
small srze of the los required a
different tvpe of cortage than
those bunle on the sland in
previous years, thus providing
the inspiration for the Raised
Tybee Corttage.
Whether or not it was
| the intennon of Tvbee's carly cottage
builders, the Rased Tybee Comage style
appears o be a combination of both the
tum-of-the-century cottages built along the
Strand and the cottages built on the South
End of the island along the Back River.
This new cottage stvle retained the square
shape, two-story height and necessed
wrap-around porch of the Back River
cottages while emploving the basic
funcrionality of the Strand cotrages; namely,
the open, raised ground level conmining the
servants quarters and changing rooms with extenor
lattice surround.
The most significant evolugionary trait of the
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Raised Tybee cottage, however, 15 its full heighe
ground level, which was raised a full story in order
to incorporare garage space for automobiles into the
new design. Because Tvbee's streets were hittle mone
than one lane sand pathways when these oceanfront
cottages were buile, it was necessary to provide a
place to store the automobiles of the new
generation of summer cottage owners without
using up any of the already space-challenged lots.

Built as casual retreats for family and friends
who would spend the summer season at their beach
corrage from late May 1o carly September, the new
road o Tvbee made “summenng” much more
pracical. Today, however, the madition of
“summering” on Tybee is becoming a thing of the
past. With extended families living farther and
farther apart, few of Tvbee’s longtime “summer
people” spend the entire resort season at their
family beach house,

Many of the familics have begun renting their
cottages dunng parts of the season and most of the
off-season. Several have sold their cottages 1o take
advantage of the resurgence inTybee’s populanty
and the dramaric rise in property values.

The demand for beach cotrages makes these
Raised Tybee Cotmages highly desirable, especially
because of their unique cotrage architecture,
Regional and nanonal authonties, including the
Natonal Trust, concede thar the Raised Tybee
Cottage appears to be unique to the island and i
not believed o be found anyvwhere else on the
Arlantic scaboard.

Recently, the Georgia Trust recognized the
importance and significance of the cotrages by
considening including the Raised Tybee Corrage on
its 2007 “Maces in Penl” list — a bst that highlights
the cleven maost significant historic resources in
Georgia that are in danger of being lost. Only 110
of these rare cottages remain on the island poday.

Although many now recognize the significance
and irreplaceable aspect of these cottages, the
redevelopment of the island’s neighborhoods
remains a threat. To be mcluded on the *Places in
Penil® list would go a long way 1o increase
awareness of one of the South’s best kepe secrers, &



